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May 2, 2018 

 
Ms. Ruth Pierpont, Deputy Commissioner/Deputy SHPO 
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation  
Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau  
Peebles Island Resource Center, PO Box 189 
Waterford, NY 12188-0189 
 
RE: Request for Consultation: Proposed High River Energy Center (Solar), Town of Florida, 

Montgomery County, New York  
 
Dear Ms. Pierpont, 
 
High River Energy Center, LLC, (High River Energy Center) proposes to construct a solar energy center, 
the High River Energy Center, under Article 10 of the Public Service Law (PSL). The High River Energy 
Center (Project) will have a generating capability of 90 megawatts (MW) of power located in the Town of 
Florida, Montgomery County, New York (Figures and 1 and 2). A Project Review Form is also attached 
and a new project entry has been made in the Cultural Resource Information System (CRIS). 
 
Project facilities will include commercial-scale solar arrays, access roads, buried (and possibly overhead) 
electric collection lines, and electrical interconnection facilities located within an approximate 1,000-acre 
site (the Project Area). High River Energy Center anticipates the interconnection facilities will include a 
115-kV substation, which will be transferred to National Grid to own and operate. The substation and 
point of interconnection switchyard will be located on land northeast of the solar arrays within the Project 
Area, adjacent to National Grid’s existing Line # 12 Stoner – Rotterdam 115 kV transmission line.  
 
TRC Environmental Corporation (TRC) has been retained by High River Energy Center, LLC to provide 
environmental review and licensing services in support of the Project. The purpose of this letter is to 
initiate formal consultation with your agency in determining potential impacts to cultural resources that 
could result from the Project. TRC will also be undertaking cultural resource studies/surveys 
(Archaeology and Historic Architecture) that will be required in support of Project review. To that end, 
TRC plans to conduct Phase IA and IB archaeological studies and a historic architectural survey in 
advance of proposed construction to identify cultural resources.  
 
Archaeology   
 
The objective of the Phase IA study will be to identify the archaeological sensitivity of the Project Area 
through review of known archaeological data, archival data, site file information, and previous cultural 
surveys. The goal of this review will be to identify where archaeological field testing (Phase IB) may be 
needed to identify archaeological resources within the Area of Potential Effect (APE). Based on a review 
of CRIS, there are no known previously recorded archaeological sites with the Project Area boundaries; 
there are several located within a one-mile radius (see Figure 2). For archaeological resources, the APE is 
defined as a location where significant ground disturbances may occur, including the construction of 
access roads, work spaces, buried electric collection lines, and electrical interconnection facilities. It is 
anticipated that the installation of posts for solar panels, as well as fencing, would be conducted by pile-
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driver or similar device and not constitute a significant ground disturbance. Should Phase IB survey be 
determined necessary, High River Energy Center will submit a detailed Research Design for your 
agency’s review and concurrence prior to initiation of field studies. 
 
Historic Architecture 
 
The APE for above-ground structures is defined as the geographic area or areas within which the 
undertaking may directly or indirectly cause changes in the character or use of historic properties. The 
APE is determined in relation to the scale of the undertaking, including new construction, improvements, 
or demolitions to be made during operation and maintenance of the Project. Although the Project Area is 
known to contain approximately seven above-ground structures, including four farm complexes, the 
Project is expected to have no physical impacts to above-ground resources.  
 
The APE for indirect (visual, atmospheric, or audible) effects includes those areas removed in distance, 
where Project components will be visible and where there is a potential for a significant visual effect. 
Although the requirements set forth in 16 NYCRR § 1000.2 (ar) define the study area to be used for 
above-ground resource analysis is those areas within five miles of the proposed Project and which fall 
within the potential Project viewshed (i.e., those areas from which the Project is potentially visible), the 
viewshed impact analysis proposed for this Project is two miles. The final APE will be determined in 
consultation with the OPRHP. A five-mile-radius, above-ground resource study area would include parts 
of the towns of Florida and Amsterdam and the City of Amsterdam in Montgomery County, and the 
towns of Duanesburg, Princetown, Rotterdam, Glenville, and Charlton in Schenectady County.  
 
We look forward to continued consultation with your office as well as submittal of detailed cultural 
resource work plans, as needed, in support of the licensing process. Should you have any questions or 
require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (301) 276-8040, or 
tsara@trcsolutions.com.  
 

Sincerely yours, 
Timothy R. Sara, RPA  

Program Manager, Cultural Resources 
 
cc:   Keddy Chandran, High River Energy Center, LLC 

Coke Coakley, High River Energy Center, LLC 
Samantha Kranes, TRC 
Brian Schwabenbauer, TRC 

 
file 276520.0000.0000 
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Figure 1: General project location in Montgomery County, New York 
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Figure 2: Detail of Project Area superimposed over OPRHP Cultural Resources Information System 
(CRIS) Webviewer (accessed March 2018). 
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